
Chris Lovings
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
SPECIALIST KING COUNTY

4/16/24

Commerce 101



Community Engagement
More About Commerce
Q&A
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We strengthen communities



Regional Engagement Team
Goals of Community Engagement
Capacity Building + Child Care

SBRN
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Commerce Regional Community Engagement Team 
We help connect communities to Commerce and navigate resources 

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/about-us/community-engagement/
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• WA Department of Commerce is 
committed to meeting communities 
where they are, and walk alongside as 
they carve out a path to address 
community needs.

• Our goal is to build strong, long lasting 
relationships with you and your 
community. 
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Cultivate Community Capacity

Creatively Navigate 
Resources 

Build Relationships
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• Child Care Partnership Grants

• Family-Friendly Workplaces

• State Child Care Collaborative 
Task Force

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/about-us/boards-and-commissions/child-care-collaborative-task-force/child-care-partnership-grants/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/program-index/family-friendly-workplaces/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/about-us/boards-and-commissions/child-care-collaborative-task-force/child-care-partnership-grants/
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https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/small-business-resiliency-network/


Commerce Divisions

Where to get info about Grants

Grants for Capital Projects
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Community Services Division

Housing Division

Energy Division
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Local Government Division

Office of Economic 
Development and 
Competitiveness
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• Washington Electronic 
Business Solutions (WEBS)

• Commerce Website: 
www.commerce.wa.gov

• Commerce Engagement and 
Outreach Specialists

• Engage with Commerce 
Boards, Commissions, and 
Advisory Groups!

https://pr-webs-vendor.des.wa.gov/
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/about-us/community-engagement/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/about-us/boards-and-commissions/


https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/current-opportunities/
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• Register an account with Washington Electronic Business 
Solutions (WEBS)

• Get a Statewide Vendor Number (SWV). 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpr-webs-vendor.des.wa.gov%2F&data=05%7C01%7Clouis.harris%40commerce.wa.gov%7C9d51e39d70394c9f43f808dbd59d7798%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638338644520800428%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZbhhJD60IH2%2FD7j7HFRQxgqqHx0lRpJaYWPJswcveEg%3D&reserved=0
https://ofm.wa.gov/it-systems/accounting-systems/statewide-vendorpayee-services
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• Make a plan.

• Engage the community.

• Collaboration. 

• Ask questions.

• Commerce also applies for 
grants!

• Time is relative. 

• Having capital is an 
advantage.

• Grant Writing Tips!
• Read and answer questions 

fully. 

• How you word your grant 
matters.

• Paint an entire picture of your 
proposed project. 
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Grants for capital projects 

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/building-infrastructure/capital-facilities/ 

Building for the Arts

Building Communities Fund

Youth Recreational Facilities

Early Learning Facilities 
Program

Behavioral Health Facilities

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/building-infrastructure/capital-facilities/
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https://www.commerce.wa.gov

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/




www.commerce.wa.gov

Chris Lovings
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SPECIALIST – KING COUNTY

564-233-1619
CHRISTOPHER.LOVINGS@COMMERCE.WA.GOV

https://twitter.com/WaStateCommerce
https://www.facebook.com/WAStateCommerce/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/893804
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/
mailto:christopher.lovings@commerce.wa.gov
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